You can’t say #@*! in state House
By Barb Brown
Lansing Spoof Journal

Leaders in the Michigan House today issued their latest list of words banned from
the House chamber.
The list includes pooh-pooh, wee-wee and
the phrase “cut the cheese.”
In addition, all medically correct words
describing the human anatomy are banned,
including angina, epidermis, and other
words that end in “a” or “is.”
“This is the House of Representatives, not
a bordello,” said House Speaker JZ Balder,
leading the charge on banned words.
When told “bordello” was also on the list
of banned words, Balder amended his statement. “This is the House of Representatives,
not a house of ill repute.”
When told that “house of ill repute” is also
on the banned list, an irritated Balder clarified: “This is the House of Representatives,
not one of, you know, those places. You know
what I mean.”
When told “you know what I mean” is a
suggestive phrase that is also banned, an exasperated Balder thundered: ‘I’ll say whatever the #%&*! I want. And anyone who
complains can go @#%#%* and the @#%$#%
they rode in on.
For his remarks, Balder was fined $5 and
sentenced to watch 20 hours of Michigan
Government TV.
Expect this story to continue

DON’T FORGET
TO STOP THOSE
CLOCKS

Michigan House Speaker JZ Balder has issued clear directives to representatives on what they can
and cannot say on the floor during debate. When asked if this mandate might tread on the First
Amendment rights of all Americans, Balder said, “!@#$% reporters.”

BANNED WORDS, PHRASES
Because the list of words and phrases banned in the
Michigan House of Representatives is so lengthy,

please consult any medical dictionary or text book
paying special attention to words located under
sections on the Human Anatomy and Female Reproductive systems.

You have less than
three
weeks
before
the end of the world, if
you’re a believer in the
2012 prophesy.
Doubt that the prophesy was true was
squashed with the latest
news on the demise of
the Twinkie.
No need to set your
clocks forward or back,
it doesn’t really matter.
While there is that big,
obvious downer to that
world’s-going-to-end-onDec. 21-thing, try to look
at the bright side: No
more political robocalls.
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GETTING THERE
FROM OVER HERE

Gamillions of
dollars spent
on ads wasted
By Ricky Schneider

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

Lansing Spoof Journal

After months of contentious debate, Michiganders
have made their choice on
a third international border crossing between Detroit and Windsor.
The
winner
is:
Bridge-Coaster, a bridge/
roller coaster designed in
Cedar Point style, including a 200-foot bone-chilling straight drop into Customs.
“It’ll liven the trip up a
little,’’ one voter said. “No
dark, scary tunnel. No
waiting in long lines on a
bridge while your mind
wanders to wondering
what it might feel like if
the bridge collapsed.’’
Bridge-Coaster
beat
out three other cheaper
proposals, including:
• Two Men and a Raft
(self-explanatory).
•Drive-Around, a long
but scenic toll-funded
driving route around the
bodies of water between
Canada and the U.S.
•Bridge-Ferry, which
would have brought a
recently retired Lake
Michigan ferry back into
business, except the trip
would have only covered
47 feet once the ferry was
turned sideways in the
river, and turning it back
around each time was perceived to be an even bigger issue.
Coaster opponent Natty
Matty vowed not to use it.
“It makes me puke,” he Visitors leaving Detroit head to the top of the new Bridge-Coaster that will drop them like a
rock directly into customs in Canada.
said.

Election
2016: It’s
a Crock
By Jelliana Katniss
Lansing Spoof Journal

You heard it here first: Skid Crock for President.
The Michigan-born guitar hero said Nov. 7
— just hours after Mitt Romknee’s concession
speech — that he plans to run for president in
2016.
Crock, who grew up in a family that picked its
own apples and raised horses, said he’s uniquely
qualified for the job of president.
“I’ve shoveled horse hockey of
every color,” he said. “I can tell
green from brown.”
He also said his long career in
the music industry — he started
playing for cash when he was just
11 years old — gives him special
qualifications for dealing with
Wall Street shenanigans.
“There’s no scam a hedge-fund manager can
pull that a shady road manager hasn’t tried already,” he said.
Crock, who made some campaign appearances
on behalf of Romknee, was by no means the first
candidate to enter the 2016 race for the oval office. Billionaire New York blowhard Ronald Rump
tossed his toupee into the ring at 1:01 a.m. Nov. 7,
seconds after Mitt Romknee took the podium to
deliver his concession speech to winner Bronco
Bamma.
Rump also threw in his birth certificate and $5
million, just because.
Watching Bamma’s acceptance speech, Hill-ABrie Flinton insisted she was going to take a year
off when her term as Secretary of Fate is over in
January, and had no intention of running for anything ever again.
Then she nudged this reporter so hard in the
ribs it hurt, and winked.

AND IN OTHER MUSIC NEWS ...
Centuries after the advent of singing as a form
of expression and just years after “American
Idol” began to dominate musical
culture, an anti-singing movement
has begun, led by one of the genre’s
biggest stars.
“Singing used to be cool and all,
but who wants to listen to another
butchered rendition of Celine Dion’s ‘My Heart Will Go On?’” said
Cuty Perry. “I’m going to start a new trend at my
shows to not sing at all! It’s just not Part of Me
anymore.”

Opinions? Oh yeah, we got ’em
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A key growth sector of the Greater Lansing economy took a beating during the recent election, but
it’s time for the region’s citizens to develop a more
sophisticated (read, cynical) understanding of the
substantial economic potential of the issue management industry.
Let’s face it, Lansing is chock full of lobbyists and
communications professionals. These folks rake in
big bucks.
Heck, the six statewide proposals on the November general election ballot generated more than $140
million in spending by late October -- and sizable
amounts of that cash kept Greater Lansing political
operatives and communicators employed.
Indeed, business leaders and representatives of
many communications firms met recently with the
Spoof Journal Editorial Board to advocate a key
strategy for economic growth in the region’s knowledge economy -- one that will keep many creative
young professionals busily employed for the long
haul.
Michigan needs more constitutional amendment
campaigns!
It’s a brilliant idea, but will require a strong resolve to implement and enjoy the fullest economic
benefit. Issue management firms across the political
spectrum make a strong case that this can be a powerful sector of the state’s economy, but only if voters
are thoroughly educated on its potential.
“We can draw outside money from special interests into Michigan. It will generate thousands of jobs,
passing through the economy,” said Tim Shelters, of
Idea Resource Group, a Lansing-based issue management firm. “From communicators and political
operatives to printers and direct mailers, we have
the chance to expand an already impressive economic sector.”
DeeAnn Brystrom of Brystom-Whisk Communication agreed. “Whether we typically work with clients
on the conservative or progressive side of an issue,

Republicans control Spoof Journal

Libby Rals
Lansing

Democratic bias shows, Spoof Journal

Do the Democratic Party’s super PACs pay for
content on your editorial pages? Once again, a cartoon mocks Mitt Romney, following the radical leftwing talking points that are untrue and unfair. And

THE AVERAGE AGE OF ROLLING STONES MEMBERS IS OLDER THAN
AVERAGE AGE OF US SUPREME COURT JUSTICES.
TRUE STORY. PONDER THAT.

we can all see the economic benefits in attracting
large numbers of ballot proposals to Michigan.”
Jim Trusted, of Trusted Roseyman, rated by Capitol insiders as the best PR firm time and again, emphasized the secret to success is that none of these
amendments actually need to pass.
“Michigan voters don’t like people to mess with
their constitution. It’s fairly difficult to pass an
amendment. So for the most part, voters just have
to sign any and all petitions, put up with months of
misleading advertising, and then vote ‘no.’”
Kim Roseyman-McKelly, Trusted’s business partner, also noted that any unfortunate proposal that
actually passes can become the subject of an even
more expensive removal campaign in the next election cycle, adding even more money to the regional
economy.
And one of Greater Lansing’s most revered political icons, former state legislator and mayor Dennis
Holyster, summed it up for all in attendance: “It’s
truly a win-win for Greater Lansing.”
Those at the meeting already have an impressive
list of issues they expect to see on the 2014 or 2016
ballot.
•Soda pop amendment. Fearing proliferation of
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s campaign against large sugary drinks, Michigan expects
to see a constitutional amendment to protect citizens
rights to drink sugary beverages in any size up to 64
ounces.
•Happy and fat amendment. Fighting against the
growing trend of restaurant menus that make diners
feel bad by listing the calories contained in every

YOUR OPINIONATED VIEWS
again today you published letters from uninformed
liberals attacking Mitt Romney for his positions and
for his off the cuff remarks. It is so unfair. As longtime supporters of local media, we find this constant
drum beat for the Democrats disappointing indeed.

Con and Servi Tives
DeWitt

Your editorials are totally biased

The Spoof Journal Editorial Board should be
ashamed. What happened to balance and fairness
in your newspaper? How dare you print so many
letters and columns on your Opinion pages that are
one-sided and advocating a single point of view. Even
your editorials are packed with opinions. Don’t you

single menu item, Michigan can expect to see a constitutional amendment forbidding such a practice.
•Wild West amendment. The amendment would do
away with most restrictions on carrying firearms in
Michigan. Business development strategists believe
that to fully monetize Michigan’s ballot amendment
process, the state must plan for a gun rights issue on
every statewide general election ballot. (One person
at the meeting noted that gun-rights folks are the
most committed and spend heavily, so this is a key
sector that must be engaged.)
•Casino amendment. And to really maximize
spending, an amendment advocating for more nontribal casinos for Michigan definitely belongs on the
list. Two proposals vied for spots on the 2012 ballot;
one failed to get enough signatures and the other got
booted by the Supreme Court. The state can’t reach
full spending potential without a casino proposal that
actually makes it to the ballot, so this should be a
high priority for 2014.
•Cash crop amendment. Colorado voters approved
recreational marijuana on their November ballot.
Michigan voters may see a campaign to do the same.
But there is a far more innovative possibility under
study.
Agri-business interests are considering an amendment to allow commercial production of marijuana
solely for export to states such as Colorado.
Law enforcement interests may be enticed to
join the effort by the promise of extra jobs policing
the production and transport of the cash crop. (One
insider noted this has the potential to build a broad
coalition of liberal and conservative backers, thus
maximizing the spending/economic benefit.)
Michigan voters can expect to see petition drives
for these or similar ballot proposals coming soon.
Sign the petitions! Get the campaigns rolling and the
dollars flowing. Greater Lansing will benefit from the
economic boost.
A Spoof Journal editorial

understand that people read your publication expecting to find facts? Your Opinion page includes a few
facts, but you use them to spin your opinions. The
columnists and letter writers do the same. The entire
page is full of opinions!

Newt Rality
East Lansing

Editor’s note:
Gentle readers, please consult the definitions
below, as quoted from the Webster’s New World
Dictionary.
Opinion (noun): 1. A belief based not on certainty
but on what seems true or probable. 2. An evaluation,
estimation, etc. 3. Formal, expert judgment.
Opinionated (adjective): holding unreasonably or
obstinately to one’s own opinions.

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

The editors at the Lansing Spoof Journal have
outdone themselves again. Your editorial cartoon
insulting President Obama is yet another disgraceful
example of your blatant support for the Republican
Party and the political right in general. Readers who
value diversity, inclusion, fairness and opportunity
for all should look elsewhere. In addition, you are
printing far too many letters that criticize the president. Where is your respect?

DID YOU KNOW ...
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Council finds
perfect fit to fill
new vacant seat
City fathers in trouble with ACLU
over slipper-fit job requirement
By Dusk Runner
Lansing Spoof Journal

LEAST LANSING — When
the Least Lansing City Council found itself with a vacancy
earlier this year, they relied on
more than the usual qualifications.
The four remaining members dusted off a glass slipper,
which limited their selection
but also wound up ensuring a
perfect fit.
“Finding our new member

with the glass slipper was the
answer to a fairy tale,” gushed
Least Lansing Mayor Joseph
Prince-Charming.
“Many of our past members
have turned into pumpkins, especially when meetings went
past midnight.”
In addition to the traditional
application process, in which
candidates outline their qualifications, background and desire
to serve on the council, the interview process required them
to try on the fragile shoe.

Least Lansing council members discuss the fit of the glass slipper on
a job candidate. The ACLU is planning a lawsuit against the city. “The
shoe is a blatant attempt to keep men off the council,” it said.

Little is known about the
slipper. Its origins are lost in
city history, but it is known
to have inspired the Krystal
Awards, given to those who
sport the most bling on their
cell phone cases.
Several rejected candidates

were seen leaving City Hall in
tears.
“I guess I’ll get back to my
mop and bucket,” Least Lansing Community Center employee Meena Gurl said. The
interview was cut short after
her ugly stepsister Youa Gurl

yelled at Meena to return to
work.
While the council is now fully staffed, at least one of its
members is concerned about
ongoing issues, like what to do
about the persistent fairy godmother shortage.
“We can’t always rely on a
magic wand to solve our problems,” groused council member Cinder Ellamentary.
“You can’t just sweep these
problems under the rug.”

Penguins put pressure on sewer project
By Memphis Mumble

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

Lansing Spoof Journal

What began as a simple wildlife management
problem in Eaton County
exploded into a national
political controversy this
week as conservative
bloggers cited the discovery of a colony of penguins living in a remote
corner of Fitzgerald Park
in Grand Ledge as proof
that global warming is
not a reality.
“As soon as I learned
that a group of hikers
had stumbled onto the
penguin colony, I called
the Zoology Department
at Michigan State,” said
Eaton County Park Director John Greenslip.
“They sent a team out
right away to study them,
and we cooperated completely in trying to keep
it quiet until their investigation was finished, but
maybe the hikers told a
few of their friends.”
The news, and its an-

ti-global warming spin
travelled quickly.
“Penguins have never
been found in the wild
this far north,” said conservative commentator
Bill O’Really of the Fax
News Network. “If we
ever needed confirmation
of the tree hugging global warming tax and spend
hoax, this is it.”
All of the publicity
caused the MSU scientists to issue a public
statement more quickly than they would have
liked, said Professor William Spheniscidae.
“Our preliminary conclusion, subject to more
rigorous study, is that
this find has little or nothing to do with climate
change, and more to do
with the restaurant industry,” he said.
“Apparently, this colony migrated to their new
home to find adequate
food, since overfishing of
Patagonian Toothfish in
the Antarctic Ocean.

Penguns found in Eaton County are evidence of either: A:
Global warming. B: Michigan’s tax credits for movies are
working or C: Fish in the Grand River are OK to eat after all.

Once it was renamed
Chilean Sea Bass, its
popularity grew to the
point where restaurants
couldn’t get enough of
it, and depleted the food
supply for penguins just
to satisfy American diners’ tastes,” Spheniscidae
said.
While many local residents expressed skepticism over the Grand
River’s ability to produce

enough fish to support a
penguin colony, this observation is misleading,
said Robert Macrochirus
of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Division.
“If the penguins were
not eating so many of
the fish in the Grand,”
Macrochirus said. “They
would overrun the river’s
eco-system. It’s really
a good thing they came

along to keep the fish
population at a manageable level until the excess nutrition levels dry
up in the near future.”
Macrochirus explained
the high level of nutrients
in the Grand River within
Eaton County, causing the
fish population explosion,
are expected to remain at
an extremely high level
until the City of Lansing
completes its combined
sewer overflow project,
expected by 2052.
“We had been hoping to
leave these penguins in
place to help control the
fish ecology,” said Spheniscidae.
“But this political
storm forced our hand.”
The penguins will be
moved to the Lansing Zoo
in the near future.
“We are glad to have
this addition to our exhibit,” said Lansing Mayor
Serge Denaro. “Particularly since it removes a
lot of pressure from the
sewer project timeline.”

DEAD OR
ALIVE?
Test your celebrity knowledge — is it real or just an
Internet rumor gone viral?
A — Lindsay Lohan?
B — Mick
Jagger?
C — Abe
Vigoda?

Mick Jagger

D — Courtney Love?
E — Clint
Eastwood?
F — Paul
McCartney?

Abe Vigoda

G — Jerry Springer?

ANSWERS:
A. Still kickin.
B. We’re not sure.
C. Not dead yet.
D. See B.
E. Career might be.
F. May have died in 1969.
G. According to Facebook,
yes.
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Lansing Spoof Journal

In a morning press conference,
Lansing City and Lansing School District officials announced a new plan
expected to meet a number of pressing community needs.
According to the officials, a toll
booth, slated to open in early January,
2013 on the newly rebuilt Saginaw
Street Bridge over the Grand River,
and manned by students from Lansing high schools, will provide badly
needed revenues for the city while
giving students a chance to obtain
real world work experience even as
they receive academic credit for the
time spent collecting tolls.
“This is the kind of ‘out of the box’
thinking we need if we are going to
solve our revenue shortfalls,” said
Mayor Serge Denaro. “I expect there
will be an endless supply of people
who can’t figure out how to bypass the
boll booth by diverting to Kalamazoo
or Michigan, and those millions of
dollars in toll revenue will let us give
all the city’s elected officials a well
deserved pay raise.”
School officials said they had been
seeking work opportunities which
would give students a preview of the
kinds of jobs they might find in the
real world.
“This experience will give students a taste of what they can expect
working in today’s economy,” said Su-

Despite Lansing Mayor Denaro’s claim, some
Lansing Township residents say the low-flying
shuttles cause a driving hazard, as seen above
near the Eastwood Towne Center.

Mayor Serge Denaro (at top) placed the last piece of the Saginaw Street toll booth
and declared it open for business. Councilwoman Carol Wont demanded the mayor
remove the structure. “We haven’t even had a hearing on the thing yet,” she said.

perintendent Yaya Cookie. “Forcing
yourself to smile for several hours
a day while taking people’s money
will prepare them well for the parttime counter work they might be able
to find at a coffee shop or fast food
restaurant.”
Denaro said the city is still considering the amount of the toll to cross
the Grand River.

“The Grand River crossing is much
more scenic than the Chicago Skyway, and they charge $3.50 a trip,” he
said. “So maybe $5.00 is a good price,
particularly since they only have to
pay when going eastbound.”
City Council members plan to hold
a public hearing on the toll plan at
their meeting next week before a final
vote on Dec. 27.

IS HE NUTS? YES!

Conehead Man, as he prefers to
be called, miraculously survived
his plummet deep into the Earth
but left destruction in his wake.

Mayor: Low-flying
space shuttles won’t
even be noticed
By Major Tom
Lansing Spoof Journal

Business and civic leaders in Greater
Lansing are proposing a manned space center to be located on the abandoned General
Motors property along Saginaw Highway.
The 400-plus acre site would contain a
launch facility and Space Shuttle-size hangars as well as administrative offices and
a casino.
The $18 billion project would be funded
by a regional millage and grants, according to a press release from Lansing Mayor
Serge Denaro and Lansing Township Supervisor Lon Dour.
“We will be applying to NASA (the National Aeronautics and Space Administration) for permission to proceed with this
vital project,” Denaro said.
Dour said Lansing Township is proceeding immediately to create a special tax district for the project area to help expand its
Eastwood Town Center special tax district.
The facility when completed would rival
Houston’s Manned Space Center and could
employ 25,000 people by the year 2307, officials said.
The proposed millage would add about
$375,000 per year to the tax bill of the average home valued at $150,000.
“It could be somewhat less if we can secure brownfield grants,” Denero said.
He acknowledged that there noise a
rocket fumes could be disruptive, but noted that most of the facility will border Lansing Township.
“We don’t expect this to affect shopping
at Eastwood,” Dour said.

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

Officials everywhere warned parents
to be sure to tell their children to not
try this at home. “We don’t have the resources to dig out every kid,” they said.

Just weeks after a highly-trained daredevil skydiver went 20 miles above the planet’s
surface to set records for highest jump and
speed of jump, a less-experienced and nottoo-sharp wannabe has eclipsed them.
Izzy Nutts, (at left) wearing his coneshaped, razor sharp, aerodynamically designed helmet, and using his trademark headfirst-all-the-way style, set records for height
and speed of jump and, when his parachute
failed to open, added another for deepest hole
bored into the Earth’s core.
As he completed the jump, the project’s
Mission Control issued this short statement:
“One small step for man, one giant leap for —
OUCH! That’s gotta hurt.’’
Rescue teams from the United States and
China were reportedly burrowing from both
sides to try to find him, but because he downed
30 energy drinks before the jump, he was able
to dig himself out.
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‘Next question’ trend gains traction
Coach plans to
use Twitter to
field all questions
By Snarky Sparty
Lansing Spoof Journal

A terse, short post-game
news conference by an upset
MSU coach has surprisingly
sparked a new and efficient
trend around the globe.
Simply offering blunt answers followed by an even
blunter. “Next question’’ has
led to radical changes in the
way the world functions.
For example, the hit TV
show “60 Minutes’’ has now

been reduced to 7 minutes,
late-night TV talk shows last
about 15 minutes, and political
debates are over before “Keeping up with the Kardashians’’
comes on.
“It’s amazing,’’ said S. Elf
Employed, a popular think
tank expert. “No longer are we
subject to long, rambling answers from politicians, self-absorbed celebrities and cable
“experts.’’ With all the time we
save, we can do all kinds of imporant things, such as ... update
our Facebook status.’’
The MSU coach has decided that short and sweet really
works best and plans to communicate in the future only on
Twitter.
However, the trend is not go-

An MSU
coach’s policy
of keeping
answers
short and
sweet has
started a
new trend
worldwide.
At left, he
calls for the
next question during a
recent press
conference.

ing over so well in other areas.
Legal officials said they enjoy short, direct answers by
trial witnesses, but they object
to witnesses then firing back
the sarcastically-toned “next

question’’ to the attorney.
Police report traffic stop
conversations such as these:
Officer: “Do you know how
fast you were going?’’ Offender: “These are some great

Adding teams? Meh ...
Big Ten move to
expand teams not
a crowdpleaser
By Biggie Ten

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org
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BISMARK -- North Dakota School
of Cosmetology today became the
476th school to join the Big Ten conference, thus ensuring the conference will be part of the all-important Manitoba-North Dakota television market.
“This is really big for us, as big as
the other 462 other colleges, universities and truck driving schools that
have joined our conference in the
past 72 hours,” said Big Ten Commissioner Dim Jalaney.
However, Jaleney dismissed the
rumor that the Big Ten was looking to sign an agreement with the
all-girls college on Pauilehehaho
Island, located somewhere in one of
Earth’s oceans.
“Look, it’s a great college, or at
least that’s what somebody told
me. But it’s not a good fit for the
Big Ten. I mean, their mascot is the
dodo bird. That bird is extinct. Can
you imagine having an extinct bird
as a mascot? It would be like having

questions. Next question.’’ ....
which within a few minutes
usually leads to the next question: ‘’Do you understand these
rights I’ve read to you?’’
And finally, attempts to use
the method in schools also has
failed miserably.
An example:.
Teacher: Today we’re going
to talk about the Bill of Rights.
Any questions?
Student : What is it?
Teacher: A document. Next
question.
Student : What’s that?
Teacher: A piece of paper.
Next question.
Student : Um ... can I go to
the bathroom?
Teacher: Not now. Next
question.

BRIEFLY INTERESTING
Tigers 2013 opener postponed

Baseball officials today postponed the Tigers
2013 home opener with the Yankees based on
Farmer’s Almanac predictions of a wet, damp
spring.
“You never can be too early calling it off,’’
one official said.
However, much like the memorable Non/
Sort-of Rainout of the playoffs, fans will be invited to come to the stadium and enjoy concessions and parking, a rain tarp rolling exhibition
and watch a replay on the scoreboard of the
rain creeping toward Detroit with the “Theme
from Jaws’’ playing in the background.
“We’d like to re-create the moment,’’ the
baseball official said.
“I mean, I haven’t seen that many people sit
silently in stunned bewilderment since, well,
many of the Lions home games of the past 50
years.’’
The first 10,000 fans -- make that female fans
-- will receive an autographed baseball with an
opponent’s phone number on the other side.

‘SHUDDER’ debuts

President Backfor Fourmore and gymnast MyCayla Baloney are not impressed
with the news that the School of Cosmetology is joining the Big Ten.

a school in our conference whose
mascot is a terrapin. I mean, really,

a turtle representing the Big Ten.
C’mon, let’s get real.”

An innovative new outlet to help publicists,
senior members of the royal family and coaches respond when they, or their associates, express themselves foolishly in world-wide social media forums is being hailed as a godsend
by many.
The service, called “SHUDDER,’’ allows
immediate reaction to those increasingly common not-so-smart actions.
While some outlets offer a service using 140
characters or less, “Shudder’’ requires only 12
or less. After all, how much is needed to express “Holy &$%#!, What the ?, Goldarnit! or
the increasingly popular “Sorry’’?
-- Totally made up stuff

More than 5,100 kids
were helped by your
donations this year

Joyce Hamm
of Lansing
has fond
memories
of receiving
shoes from
the Old
Newsboys
as a child.
Hamm gives
each year
to the Old
Newsboys
Association.
“They’re still
in my heart,”
she said. “It
never goes
away.”

By Kathleen Lavey
Lansing State Journal

With 11 kids in the family, money was tight when Joyce Hamm was
growing up in Lansing in the 1950s
and 1960s, even though her dad always worked.
That made an annual shoe-shopping
trip with a volunteer from the Old
Newsboys Association a
real treat for her and her
siblings.
“We never had a car, so
this was great, to get to
ride in a car, and go shopping,” Hamm, now 64, recalled.
The Old Newsboys Association is
working to raise $150,000 this year
through sales of Lansing Spoof Journal newspaper.
Last year the Newsboys raised a
record-setting $163,000 to keep kids’
feet warm and dry, said Mark Nixon,
publicity chairman. This is the 89th
year the group has conducted the oneday sale of the spoof paper.
More than 5,100 kids got footwear over the past year, Nixon said.
Families who qualify for free or re-

Real
story!

Thank you
donors!
Every donation, large
and small, helps put shoes
and boots on kids feet!

LANSING STATE
JOURNAL

duced-price lunches in Lansing area
schools can apply at school for shoes
or boots; they get vouchers to select
their own new shoes at participating
stores.
Once the Hamm kids piled out of
the car at Lansing’s downtown J.C.
Penney store, the kids got their feet
measured, picked out new pairs of
leather shoes or boots, and often got
socks and underwear as well.
“I remember saddle shoes quite often,” Hamm said. “And I’m thinking
Mary Janes. They were good, leather
shoes. And we would get our foot mea-

sured so the shoes would fit us for the
year.”
The new shoes also helped steer
Hamm towards a path of giving back,
she said.
She regularly donated gently-used
clothing and shoes to organizations
that distribute them to others, and
gives cash donations to the Salvation
Army and the Old Newsboys Association each year.
“Every year they were right there
for us,” she said of the Newsboys Association. “They’re still in my heart. It
never goes away.”

Suzy Merchant,
MSU Women’s Basketball Coach
2012 Honorary Members

Jane Aldrich, WLNS TV6
Teri Bernero, Lansing School District
Charles Filice, Ingham County Courts
John Schneider, Lansing State Journal
Chief Teresa Szymanski,
Lansing Police Department

2012 Officers

Kay Hoffman, President
Allison Wriggelsworth, 2nd Vice President
Linda Becker, Executive Director
Sean Douglas, Treasurer
Mark Nixon, Media Director
Luke Canfora, 1st Vice President
Al Ott, Immediate Past President
Jim Spackman, Assistant Executive Director
Tom Rathbun, Assistant Treasurer
Shaunda Phillips, Corresponding Secretary

Board of Directors
2012
Nick Carter
Larry Parker
Cheryl Richardson
Linda Lee Tarver
Mike Yankowski

2013
Clair Corr
Charles Filice
Adam Goss
Larry James
Bob Ott

2014
Carmen Behovitz
Brad Jorae
John Parks
Tiffany Paseka
Dan Perrone
Bill Reed

Recent Past Presidents
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993

Tom MacDonald
Norman Maller
Tom O’Toole
Don Little
Kevin Dorin
Lance Lynch
Lance Lynch
Al Reinhart
Dick Fox
Bill Carter
Dick Ferris
Larry Pung
Lou Klimecky
Dave Burtch
Jerry Ryan
Bill Barker
Jim Spackman

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Bob Brown
Bill Savage
Jerry King
Robin Ryan
Norm Spalding
Gary Calkins
Mike Logan
Leigh Beagle
Jim Mitchell
Jim Lynch
Craig Baylis
Bruce Holliday
Trey Williams
Vern Johnson
Diana Kennedy
Bob Warner
Al Ott

The Spoof Journal is a product of the
Old Newsboys Association,
which is responsible for is content.
Mailing address:
Post Office Box 14058
Lansing, MI 48901
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

Old Newsboys President Kay Hoffman (left) accepts a generous donation of $12,700 from 100 Women
Who Care. With Hoffman are “100
Women” members (left to right)
Rose Zack, Donna Oade and Debby
Harrison. Thank you, 100 Women
Who Care!

GREG DERUITER-

2012 Honorary Sales Chair
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Shoes make lasting impression
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

PROVIDING
SHOES &
BOOTS FOR
CHILDREN!
LSJ “Spoof Edition”

OR DONATE ONLINE AT www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

ON SALE

Thursday , December 6th

OUR THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR ADVANCE CONTRIBUTIONS:
$5000 and Over Donors
100 Women Who Care
Auto Owners Insurance and Associates
Lansing State Journal
Meijer Inc.
Payless Shoe Source
UAW Region 1-C CAP
$1000 - $4999 Donors
Amalgamated Local 724, UAW
Astera Credit Union
In memory of Shelly Bauer - Larry
Capital Region Community Foundation
Sean and Cindy Douglas
Leo’s Outpost Leo’s Outpost, Leo’s Lodge and
Leo’s Spirits and Grub, 9th Annual Golf Outing
B and S Robson
Mary Ellen Sheets and Tom Amiss
Linda Shumaker Becker
Ron H. and Mary E. Simon
$500 - $999 Donors
American Legion Auxiliary Unit #238
Diane Wilhem Gabin Fund of the CRCF
Fred and Kandy Hannula
John Schneider and Sharon Emery
Lansing Fire Fighters IAFF Local 421
Jacqueline Marrs
James and Anne Parker
Putnam Family Foundation - In Memory of
Velma Putnam
The Rustem Family
Sparrow Health System

www.lansingoldnewsboys.org

89th Annual

$100 - $499 Donors
In memory of Peggy Abood
Abraham and Gaffney, P.C.
Karen Ammarman
Mike and Bev Austin
B and I Bar, Inc.
Walter and Marilyn Baird
In memory of Harry and Elaine Bannasch
Stephanie Barch
William and Dixie Barker
Pat and Carla Barnes
Elizabeth’s Parents
Mary M. Bechtol
Carl Benninger
Deanna Berry
Stockbridge Star
In Memory of John Bond by Jenny Bond
Jim and Celie Bradfield
Crystal and Jack Branta
Brothers of the Highway
Joy and Bob Brown
Craig Brownell
Tom Burchman
Joan Burke
Don and Lois Cairns
Gary and Jan Calkins
Capital/Insurance Services Corp.
Capitol Macintosh
Jeanne Cargill
Carlin, Edwards, Brown & Howe, PLLC
Lon and Pat Carlisle
Charter Township of Lansing - DDA
In memory of Forrest Clark
Tom and Marge Clay
Clerical-Technical Union of MSU
Coverys
Nancy E. Craig
D. W. Hayes Co., LLC
Howard and Sue Dahlstrom
Dan Henry Distributing
Rollin Dart
Dart Bank

Bruce and Julie Denny
Jerry and Carole Dodgson
Phil and Karen Douglas
Dick and Winnie Draper
Elizabeth Driscoll Boyd
Bruce and Nancy Dunn
Gregory Eaton
Michael and Mary Lynn Fay
Judge Charles F. Filice
Hiram E. and Dolores Fitzgerald
John and Gretchen Forsyth
Gannett Foundation
Honorable James R Giddings
Walt Goff
Gold Wing Touring Assoc. - Chapter A
Garry Goolsby
Gorsline Runciman Funeral Homes
Grafuis Consulting
Greater Lansing Labor Council
Dr. and Mrs. Satish Gupta M.D.
Charles and Jacqueline Hagen
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Halik
Roy and Judy Harris
Keith and Jean Harrison
Bill and Jan Hatt
Pat and John Hays
Kay Hoffman
Coverline Kennels
Marci and Mark Hooper
Arthur and Mary Irish
Dr. Richard Johnson
Kevin and Victoria Kell
Fritz and Jackie Kellermann
Bill Kelley in memory of Mary Ann Kelley
David and Kay Kenyon
Ray G. and Gloria A. Kimball
Ilze V Koch
Arthur Kowalk
Lansing Lions Club
Doris Lorencen
Karol and Lance Lynch
Douglas MacArthur
In loving memory of Brad Malkowski
Capital Detachment #148, Marine Corps
League
In Memory of Major and Mrs. Robert E. Marsh
Bev and Jeff Mason
Maureen McDonough and Dennis Propst
Linda McCardel
Nancy McCullough
Meridian Professional Fire Fighters Local 600
Fred and Shirley Meyer
Michigan Dental Association
State Senator Rick Jones
Gary and Kitty Mitchell
Jack and Nancy Morgan
Richard G. Mulder, Sr.
Bob and Carol Nelson
Mark and Judy Nixon
John and Debbie Nixon
Doug and Michelle Norton
Okemos Ace Hardware
Robert A. and Olga Z. Ovenhouse
Fred and Erma Parks
Rick and Jean Peckham
Daniel Perrone
Kaye and Dave Persell
Kathy Phelps
Plumbers and Pipefitters, Local 333
Jim Poole
Fred and Charlotte Poston
Carl and Helen Powers
Prosperity Odd Fellow Lodge #564
L and S Pung
Chuck and Lisa Rahall
Carol and Harold Rappold

Rathbun Insurance Agency
Elizabeth and Rich Reust
Mary Rhodes
Fanny
In memory of Robert A. Rich
Cheryl and Matt Richardson
Jack and Gail Roberts
Joyce and John Roche
Shirley M. Rodgers
Ron Emery and Sherry Bond
David Rothermel
Nina and Steve Ryan
Bill and Mary Savage
William R. Schulz
Darwin and Ann Shaver
David Shumaker
Eric and Carol Simmons
Harold and Nancy Smith
Bill and Jerri Smith
Sohn Linen Service
Jim and Brenda Spackman
Norm and Julie Spalding Family
Sparrow Health Systems
Martha Spieth
Robert and Sondra Stapelman
Dennis Stepanovich
Bob and June Sterling
Dr. Scott and Deb Stevenson, DDS
Mr. and Mrs. Elwood M. Stock
Debbie Strzelec
Penny Stump
Susan Coley and Don LeDuc
Dave and Karen Swiatkowski
Bob and Miriam Sybrandy
Steve and Carol Terry
Wayne and Elaine Thelen
Doug and Kathy Thomas
UAW Local 4911
Judy and Duane Vernon
Vision Real Estate, Inc.
40 et 8 Voiture 946
Bill and Paula Weiner
Bob & Darlene Wenner
Tom and Dianne Westfall
John R. Wilcox in memory of Doris Wilcox
Roger and Laura Wilkinson
Trey and Tamra Williams
Carolyn and John Willoughby
Steven T. Lett & Richard A. Kerbawy
Phil and Mary Jo Wippel
Jon and Joyce Wise
Nan Wrisley
Mike Yankowski
$51 - $99 Donors
Mathew and Jean Rademacher
Clarke Anderson and Mary Werkman
John and Irene Bagby
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Baumgart
Mr and Miss Curtis Fedewa
Peggy and La Verne Foess
Mike Hauser
Lansing State Journal News Room
Mason-Holt Eagles # 3734
Deborah Mulcahey and Peter Ollila
Jeanette Patterson
Bill and Jackie Payne
Jim and Bev Seling
In memory of Oleta Sheldon
Gavin J Smith and Mary C Mertz-Smith
Pauline and Ted Sondag
South Lansing AARP
Nancy Spates, MD
In memory of Dan Tuttle
Neil and Ginny VandeVord
Bob Warner

In memory of Charles and Edna Withrow
Paula Young
$50 Donors
A Philip Randolph Institute-Lansing Chapter
Jerry and Jean Aben
Airport Tavern
Bill and Barb Alberts
Jo Ann Alderman
William Allen
American Legion Post 153 - St Johns
John and Dianne Ames
Richard Angevine
Ron and Susan Bacon
Bill and Joyce Barker
Donald Barnes
Don Baron
Greg and Abby Barr
Joshua Barrett
Ceo E. Bauer
Joan Bauer and Doug Langham
Ted and Monica Bauman
Jack and Barb Baylis
Patricia Beck
Ev and Nita Beemer
Si Bement
Terry and Susan Berquist
Phil and Shaunda Berryhill
Jim and Biddy Bleicher
Ronn Blodgett
Scott and Martha Boehme
Mrs. Jerusha H. Bonham
Gloria Hecht and Bill Bradford
Doug and Beth Bramble
Gerald and Kathleen Brazil
David H. Brogan
Georgia L. Brown
Mike Brown Sr.
Gene and Cheryl Budd
David A. Buick
Karen Burgess and Tom Lindsay
Robert and Bets Caldwell
Mary Calkins
Capital City Lodge #141 - FOP
Phillip and Yvonne Carter
John Joseph Castillo
Choanni Bolagnni
Don and Leslie Christy
Aletha Cosens
Mary E Curley
Gayle Custard
Lettie Davenport
Dub and Judy Devers
DNR’s Bean Counters
David and Lori Doyle
Sandy Draggoo
John R. Dunn
Zana and Phyllis Easton
In loving memory of Kenneth Eckman by
DeeAnn and Joe Overton
Educational Tours, Inc.
Donald Eitniear and Mary Wickersham
Ellis Cleaning Company, LLC
Yarda Ervin
Estes-Leadley Funeral Homes
Patty Farhat
Gary and Dolly Field
Jane A. Fineout
Bob and Mary Lou Foster
Jamie Foster
Mickey and Sandy Fountain
In Memory of Marilyn Fox
Wayne Frank
Steve and Debbie Frayer
Joe R. Gomez, Jr
John and Stephanie Gregg

In honor of Ellis E. Gregg
Myrtle Gregg-LaFay
Sara and Mike Gross
Judy Hadden
Patrick L Hagerty Sr
Pete and Sandy Hinz
In Memory of Michael Hoffman
Helen Hoke
Jan Holcomb
Mark Holliday
David C. Hollister
Neil and Judy Holt
John and Mari Hoskins
Mike and Johannah House
Jim and Cindy Hudson
Jamieson-Allen Agency
In memory of Richard Jarvis
Betty J. Javoroski
Richard C. Johnson
Helen I. Jones
A. Geneva Williams Jones
Don and Becky Jost
Wally and Chris Jung
Tim and Melissa Kaltenbach
Ilene Kellogg
In memory of Dean J. Kieffer
June Kier
Kiss Wigs Sophie
Carolyn Kleinhans
Elsie H Klier
Kroger Lake Lansing
Russ and Susan Kropschot
Labor Council for Latin American Advancement
Lansing Chapter
In memory of Russell LaCoursier
Dennis W. Langkos
Lansing Elks #196
Eric and Chris Larson
Richard and Patricia Lavolette
Thom Law and Rita Richardson
David and Bonnie Layle
Tess Layman
Greg and Brenda Lemanski
Olivia Letts in memory of Richard Letts
Nicholas Limber in loving memory of our
Father William Limber
Jim and Cheryl Little
Charlotte Koger and Sam LoPresto
The Lounds Family
Jim and Kittie Lynch and Family
Joel and Beth Maatman
Bruce and Kristin Mackley
In memory of Irene and RV Manchester by
Phyllis and John Roetman
Vic, Mary K. and Greg Mankowski
Virginia Mary
Mary, Beth and Tanisha
James McCartney
McCartney & Company, P.C.
Peggy McElroy and Family
William and Nancy McKenna
V.W. “Ben” McKouen
Jim and Arlene McLean
Malcolm N. and Mary H. McNeil
Mary Jo and Don Mercer
Mich Capitol Coalition Labor Union for Women
Cindy Mielock
Jerry D. Mills
Dr. Thomas and Sheila Moore
Ed and Sandra Moore
Frank and Linda Morway
James and Charlotte Murphy
Robert Myers
Sandy Norton
Robert Nurenberg
Ken and Nancy O’Donnell

Pat and Ronni O’Toole
Al and Pam Ott
In loving memory of Joshua Overton by Joe
and DeeAnn Overton
Barb and Jim Papazian
Larry and Candy Parker
Karen Pierson
Dortha Pile
Verg Pinckney
Duane and Carole Possanza
Jack and Sue Preiss
Russell and Martha Prins
Sue and Larry Pung
Ram’s Barber Shop
Tom and Phyllis Rathbun
Janice Remer Worden in memory of Frank
Remer
In memory of Eleanor by William F Renfrew
Steve Rideout
Risdon Rigs Inc.
Kay and Gordon Robke
In memory of Russ Roe
Janet Roe-Darden
Kurt Romig
Jesse and Diana Rouse
Roy Saper and Nell Kuhnmuench
Charles P. Sawaya
Jay and Joanne Schafer
Mary A. Scoblic
William Seck
Louis and Mary Anne Sesti
Bill and Arlene Sharp
Sheriff Gene L Wriggelsworth
David Greiner in memory of Tom Shiels
Steve and Sheila Shiels - In Memory of Tom
Shiels
Georgeann and Patti Shiels
Ruth V. Sholty
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Simpson
Leonard and Elaine Sklar
Diane M. Smith
Jim and Jean Smith
Pat St. George
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Haslett
In memory of Jeff Sweet - Marilyn and Bill
Paul Teszlewicz Family
Dave and Janice Thelen
Michael and Elizabeth Tillman
Patricia Tome
Mary Anne Torres
Dr. Robert Turpin and Elizabeth Turpin PhD
Larry Wagenknecht
Larry and Nancy Wahl
Art and Cheryl Walker
Donald M. and Sandra R. Walker
Verlene D. Weber
Carol and Frank Webster
Aron Weiner
Bruce and Zaide Wendland
Denny Whiteherse
Karen and Ken Whitmyer
Tom Wibert
David and Beverly Wiener
Veronica Wilkerson Johnson
Dot Willow
Wolverine Development Corporation
David and Ann Worgul
Gene and Sandy Wriggelsworth
Allison Wriggelsworth
Pete Zamora
John and Darcie Zubek
Special Thanks to:
Airport Tavern
Sally Rae and Trina Austin at Dart Bank Holt
Michigan Automobile Dealers Asocciation

